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NYU Polytechnic Institute's smartphone-
controlled robot will allow grannies to read
bedtime stories remotely
Caesar, as the project is known, is one of many innovative robotic projects. The phone will transmit
the grandma's voice as the robot's mouth does the reading, and the robot's eyes, twin cameras, will
allow her to see the grandchildren.
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NYU-Poly student Jared Frank, 25, is creating Caesar. Right now, the robot can swivel its head and
eyes to watch people walking around the lab.

Wiz kids from a downtown Brooklyn college are designing a robot to serve as a surrogate granny —

and there’s an app for that.

Caesar the robot is just one of the space-age creations designed by NYU Polytechnic Institute

students. Caesar will be will be able to read bedtime stories to granny’s grandkids through an app

on a cellphone.
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Keith Gildea designed Caesar's eyes, each of which is a camera. Students say Caesar could also be
turned into a robot receptionist that takes pictures, matches them with online photos and greets
visitors by name.

“It can be your avatar,” said grad student Jared Frank, 25, who’s in the early stages of designing

Caesar. “It can read a bedtime story to kids in Brooklyn if you are a granny and live in Miami.”

Mobile apps, a new trend in robotics, will make robots easy for regular folks to operate, and

Polytech students are also working apps for robots such as an empathetic teddy bear for autistic

kids.
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CBS analyst Doug Gottlieb
got coverage of the NCAA
tournament’s Sweet 16 off
to an awkward start, saying
he was there to bring the “white man’s perspective” to
the network’s pregame show.

Stars love to strip for a
cause! To raise awareness
for the environment and
sustainable living, New
York photographer and
activist James Houston
snapped photos of nude celebrities, models and
elements of nature for his new book titled "Natural
Beauty." Check out the stunning images here ... Emma
Watson has no problem going au natural for charity!
The 22-year-old actress poses with just a flower, wet
hair and barely no makeup for Houston's photographic
book. Sales from the project will be going to Global
Green USA, a charity that supports a sustainable and
secure future.

Matt Lauer is having a bad
week. First, New York
Magazine published an
unflattering portrait of
"Today" that laid bare tensions between Lauer, 55, and
his former co-host Ann Curry. Then rumors sparked
that NBC executives were looking into replacing Lauer
with Anderson Cooper before the end of the year.

A drunken prank turned
violent when a Virginia man
viciously beat his
roommate after he woke up to find a penis drawn on
his face.

Ford cars are among those
on display at the New York
International Auto Show, in
New York's Javits Center,
Wednesday, March 27,
2013.

Kirsten Dunst cemented
her A-list status after
starring in a slew of films,
but the 30-year-old actress
is still being asked about a
movie she did when she was 11 years old… primarily
because it involved kissing Brad Pitt.

Artists perform in street of
Rome on March 27, 2013.
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Vinicius Fernandes with a robotic teddy bear that will play with autistic kids. The kids' phone
cameras will pick up their facial expressions, and the bear will respond with appropriate gestures. 

“Robots are going mobile,” said Professor Vikram Kapila, who runs the NYU-Poly robotics lab where

students are working on new high-tech projects to make machinery act like human beings. “It’s all

about the apps.

RELATED: NYU STUDENT CREATES POSSIBLE CURE FOR EXCESS BLEEDING
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Kim Jong Un
warned Friday that
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Kelly Bensimon and Elle
Macpherson have more
than just their ex-husbands
in common; the two
models apparently also share an affinity for pairing
cowboy hats with their
string bikinis.

Immigration equality is
coming. When the U.S.
Supreme Court finds that
the Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional, as I
believe it will, U.S. citizens and permanent residents
will be able to petition for their same-sex spouses.

Oops! Eva Mendes
accidentally gave
photographers an eyeful as
she stepped out of a car in
New York City on
Wednesday night. The
"Place Behind the Pines" actress, 39, fell victim to the
classic wardrobe malfunction combination: a vehicle
exit plus a high hemline plus ravenous paparazzi.

Behind bars, he was
known as “Ebel Evil.”
Within a day of arriving at
his first permanent prison, Evan Spencer Ebel, the
suspect in last week’s slaying of Colorado’s prisons
chief, got into a fight.

Filipino hooded penitents
stop to pray at one of the
stations of the cross during
Maundy Thursday rituals to
atone for sins on March 28,
2013, in suburban Mandaluyong, east of Manila,
Philippines. The ritual is frowned upon by church
leaders in this predominantly Roman Catholic country.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un warned Friday that
his rocket forces were
ready "to settle accounts with the U.S.," unleashing a
new round of bellicose rhetoric after U.S. nuclear-
capable B-2 bombers dropped dummy munitions in
joint military drills with South Korea.

A 29-year-old central New
York man accused of
raping a 10-year-old girl
and stabbing her mother to death during a carjacking
is facing new federal child pornography charges. A
grand jury on Thursday indicted David Renz of Cicero
on one count of receiving and five counts of
possessing child pornography, the U.S. attorney’s
office in Syracuse said.

This is what Mets fans will
remember about Johan
Santana someday, when
they are looking back at all
the bad contracts and all
the wasted money, from Bobby Bonilla to Jason Bay to
Santana himself: They will add it all up and think that
Santana got paid $137.5 million, guaranteed, to pitch
the Mets the first no-hitter in their history.
Jenna Wolfe may adore her
'Today' family, but she's not
close enough to make a
talk show host colleague
the father of her child. The
'Today' weekend anchor, 39, made a splash on
Wednesday when she announced that she was
pregnant and in a relationship with fellow journalist
Stephanie Gosk.

A high school teacher had
regular sex sessions with
a student who then tried to
blackmail her into giving him cash so he would keep
quiet, police reported. Kahtanna Culp, 29, is accused
of having intercourse with the teen several times while
he was still at Northbrook High School in Houston,
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Vinicius Fernandes shows off a robotic sleeve. Fernandes is designing jackets and shirts with knitted
fabric sensors in them that tell robots what to do.

“If robots are going to function in society they need to interact with people in an intuitive, simple

way,” Kapila said. “If you give an iPhone to a 2-year-old they figure out what to do with it.”

To make Caesar work, a real-life granny will use her phone to transmit her voice through the

robot’s mouth to do the reading. She will be able to watch her grandkids’ reactions through the

robot’s eyes, which are twin cameras.
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The cucumber's time has

come at McDonald's.

A few months ago I saw a
documentary called “Body
of War” made by Phil
Donahue and Ellen Spiro. It
was about a young man who enlisted after 911
expecting to be sent to Afghanistan.

A Florida mom shot her
baby daughter dead near a
public golf course before
turning the handgun on herself, police have said.
Jenna Porter, 22, gunned down three-year-old Scarlett
and then committed suicide at Hilaman Golf Course,
near Tallahassee, Tuesday evening.

The whole world wants to
know where rags-to-riches
mega-millionaire Pedro
Quezada is hiding — including the Passaic County
Sheriff. Quezada owes $29,000 in outstanding child
support.

It was not so much bullying
as a WWE-style beatdown.
A Nevada teenager
unleashed a torrent of rage on her helpless classmate
last week, as bystanders watched - and even recorded
video - the incessant punches and hefty stomps.

Hundreds of armed
vigilantes have taken
control of a town on a
major highway in the Pacific coast state of Guerrero,
arresting local police officers and searching homes
after a vigilante leader was killed. Several opened fire
on a car of Mexican tourists headed to the beach for
Easter week.

Cops in Missouri are
hunting for two men caught
on surveillance cameras
allegedly dumping a box of eyeballs at a gas station
trash can late Wednesday night.$30 3-Day/2-Night
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Jared Frank demonstrates an Ipad-controlled robot. “Robots have been science fiction for so long,”
Frank said. “We’re a part of making science fiction into reality.”

Right now the robot — whose name stands for “cellularly accessible expressive semi-autonomous

robot” — can swivel its head and eyes to watch people walking around the lab.

Caesar could also be turned into a robot receptionist who takes visitors’ pictures and matches them

with online photos so it can greet them by name, Kapila said.
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With an iPad app, David Lopez can make his robotic arm do chores such as picking up eyeglasses
and medicine bottles.

Polytech students are also turning a motorized teddy bear into a playmate for kids with

developmental disabilities like autism.

RELATED: NYU-POLY RISES IN US NEWS RANKINGS

The kids’ phone cameras will transmit their facial expressions to the stuffed animals, which will react

with appropriate gestures.“This toy will be therapeutic,” said Frank.

The Polytech team is also working on other robot projects.

Fellow grad student David Lopez, 23, can make a robotic arm pick up a pair of glasses or hand

over a medicine bottle with an iPad app he’s created.

Exchange student Vinicius Fernandes, 20, is designing jackets and shirts with knitted fabric

sensors in them that tell robots what to do.

“Robots have been science fiction for so long,” Frank said. “We’re a part of making science fiction

into reality.”

lcroghan@nydailynews.com
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